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desired, to make such contribution as they could to the
effective operation of such guarantees.
" At this moment I confess I can see no other way to
avoid a catastrope that will involve Europe in war.
" In view of the grave consequences to humanity,
which may follow from the action of their rulers, I trust
that Your Excellency will weigh with the utmost de-
liberations the considerations which I have put before
you.
Yours sincerely,
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN."
In the course of the interview at which Sir Nevile
Henderson handed this letter to Hitler, the German
Chancellor, amid his customary welter of arrogant asser-
tions, threats, imprecations and flatteries, gave expression
to his inmost thoughts by remarking that: " He preferred
to make war at 50 rather than at the age of 55 or 60."
After this cry from the heart it was no longer possible to
hope. Sir Nevile Henderson came away from his conver-
sation with Hitler with the feeling that the Russian pact had,
in the Chancellor's opinion, created a situation favourable to
his plans, and with the impression that: " Although he
spoke of his artistic tastes and his eager desire to satisfy
them, the corporal of the last war was still more desirous
of showing what he could do as a conquering generalissimo
in the next."
Despite an apparent lightening of the clouds for forty-
eight hours, all attempts to induce the German Government
to negotiate with Poland remained vain. Hitler did not
intend to negotiate. He meant to impose his conditions.
"His army was ready," the British Ambassador in Berlin
was to say later. " Poland was to be taught a lesson. She
must either accept or take a thrashing."
This considered opinion is all the more valuable for
coming from one of the chief actors in the drama, and for
the reason that, until the day when the scales fell from his